
N E W S L E T T E R Issue 2    06/05/2019

Credit: Trip Advisor

https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Attraction_Review-g2717670-d1954205-Reviews-Beauchamp_Falls-Beech_Forest_Victoria.html


Page 2

In the lead up to the Federal election

we’ve been talking to politicians and

candidates and explaining the vision for

the Healesville to Phillip

Island Nature Link.

We have requested funding to join up

existing plans into a scientifically rigorous,

community supported, landscape-wide

plan and, in conjunction with state and

local governments, businesses and

volunteer organisations, assist with

implementation.

Our ‘one pager’ is attached if any of you

have connections with candidates of

electorates along HPNL, irrespective of

party, could you please promote the HPNL

to them?

HPNL is non-partisan and we have been

chatting with politicians and candidates of

all persuasions.

Image: Pat Macwhirter showing Anthony

Byrne (Federal MHR for Holt) the view

across the mud flats of Western Port where

the waders feed and the Nature Link is

proposed.

From the HPNL President May 2019

Pat Macwhirter

I’m just checking the locations of Zhoushan (South of Shanghai) and Yalu Jiang,

Liaoning (north coast of the Yellow Sea. These are places where Koo and Wee,

Eastern Curlew on whom the Wader Study Group placed satellite transmitters last

January, when they were caught west of Yallock Creek on Western Port, are stopping

off on their northward migration. Rup, the third Curlew, was caught up in Tropical

Cyclone Trevor after the trio departed Western Port mid-march. He decided to stay in

Australia and is now hanging out south of the Townsville Town Common.

Its exciting, as well as sobering, to understand just how interconnected and

dependent our wildlife is on habitats on the other end of the globe. HPNL Committee

member Marlene Hargreaves, will be travelling to China with a business group in May

and hopes to be able to make contact with communities where ‘our’ birds are

travelling. For more details see link

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I4mJKmfkZ1HYl1C1t0A2ZOq4ewULc-j453jgQWcgMZE/edit
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Mayors of Casey and Cardinia supporting the Healesville to Phillip Island Nature Link

Current mayors of both Casey and Cardinia (Crs Amanda Stapledon and Graeme

Moore) are supporters of the HPNL proposal, with Cr Stapledon speaking positively

about the HPNL at a recent council meeting (thanks Amanda!). Committee members

have been working with Biodiversity Officers and senior staff from both councils to see

how an HPNL might best be implemented.

Casey Mayor Amanda Stapledon and Liberal

candidate for Holt, Jennifer Van den Broek at

the Tooradin Kids Fishing Day in March 2019

Cardinia Mayor Graeme Moore with HPNL

Committee member Glenn Brooks-McMillan, Mary

Cole and Pat Macwhirter at the launch of the

Casey Cardinia HPNL Strategic Plan (Dec 2018)

Melbourne Water Grants and Cardinia Creek Linear Park

HPNL Inc received grants from Melbourne Water to work on revegetation and to

create a plan for three parcels of land owned by the Department of Land, Water

and Planning along the Cardinia Creek, near Clyde North and where the new

Officer South precinct is being planned.

The sites have significant challenges with exotic weed and tree invasion that are

mirrored elsewhere along the proposed HPNL.

Daniel Andrews has subsequently announced that this land is to be part of a

Cardinia Creek Linear Park. We have been in consultation with City of Casey staff

about how plans should be co-ordinated and have put the view that protecting

biodiversity should be a high priority and this should be carefully integrated with

appropriate public usage.

We have also expressed the view that the park should connect with the Tooradin

Township as well as the Cardinia Creek outfall. These views seemed to be well

received and we are currently progressing the plans. Input would be welcome,

particularly how best to go about protecting and enhancing biodiversity in the area.

A community meeting is being planned for the near future.
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Social Media

Link to Healesville to Phillip Island Facebook Page

This has been going since January and we’re up to around 125 members with posts

being made several times a week, including some beautiful wildlife photography

and night camera shots from along the link. Thanks particularly to Sue Davies,

Ricardo Simao, ‘Kitty Kat’ for your contributions

Link to Instagram page

Has some lovely images as well but is not very active

Link to Web page

Committee member and photographer extraordinaire Brian Hughes in in the process

of upgrading our website and adding more content which should be completed in

the near future.

Creativity Workshop

This was held at Harewood, Koo Wee Rup on April 7 and was attended by Federal

MHR Anthony Byrne who spent a good deal of time with us discussing the HPNL and

how the Federal government might be able to assist. Thanks Anthony!

Images: (Left) of Sandi Steward’s workshop with leaves and animal outlines from the

HPNL, (Right) Bunurong woman Melissa McDevitt explaining her flowing water spirits

artwork to Anthony Byrne

https://www.facebook.com/groups/315275779120220/
https://www.instagram.com/hpnl.org.au/
http://www.hpnl.org.au/


Marijke de Bever-Price, President of Western Port catchment Landcare

Network (WPLCN) knew that very good Victorian home needed a ‘folly’

and proceeded to create her own version – a tepee

(Below) Marlene Hargreaves, President of the Tooradin Business Association

with Anthony Byrne and Pat Macwhirter examining the mangroves (note to
self – must get those boards on the dock repaired )



Tooradin Marine/Freshwater Discovery Centre

Following on from the HPNL meeting at Rivercrest College last year, Professor

Nigel Betram brought architecture students from Monash University to Tooradin

on the 14 March 2019. The students are working on designing a

marine/freshwater discovery centre for the township that is envisioned as being

part of the HPNL and serve research, education and tourism functions.

Professor Nigel Bertram with architecture students and Tooradin residents on the bridge over

Sawtell’s Inlet near where a proposed marine/freshwater discovery centre may be located.
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Eastern Arm Stakeholders Group Minutes

Met 10th April 2019 In attendance: Sue Anderson, Lindsay McNaught, Andrew

Troedel.

1. In general the thoughts were that the recent Bunyip fires had created a strong

antipathy towards native vegetation which would no doubt impact on attitudes

towards native fauna and native links for that fauna in the district.

2. We felt that this concern might present the opportunity to present to the

community concepts of how to plan planting to best allow for control of fires in the

future, which indigenous vegetation was shown to be resistant to fires etc. We felt

that concepts promoted by Landcare and HPNL could be usefully combined to fulfil

the objectives of both organisations.

3. It was thought that we should work towards having an open day in 2 or 3 months

time to evaluate the effects of the fires, identify the opportunities for developing

corridors for native animals, whilst at the same time conveying concepts of planting

which would not encourage fire devastation as experienced recently.

4. Concern was expressed that we seem to be "out of the loop" in terms of what is

happening with HPNL in general.

5. Work by us over the next few weeks should concentrate on assembling as much

information as we can from the various authorities on evaluation of the Bunyip fire

and the outcomes. Our next meeting will be called when this material is to hand.

Note from Pat – my apologies about not being able to attend your meeting because

of work commitments, hopefully this letter will bring you up to date with some of the

things that are happening elsewhere along the HPNL and I will be able to make your

next meeting.

Lower Bunyip/Yallock Creek

Following on from the Creativity Workshop the indefatigable Sue Davies is working on

(a) Creating a large map of Yallock waterway marking public assets and possible

gaps

(b) Creating a large map with photo insert indicating where iconic items are

located

(c) Creating some water/oil/acrylic paintings of flora and fauna, scenery and

iconic species

(d) Creating some pen and water colour postcards of the area's assets.

We’re all looking forward to seeing these, thanks Sue.



Next general meeting: 

Date: 27 May 2019

Time: 10 am

Venue: 1096 Jackson’s Track, Jindivick

Purpose: Marijke de Bever-Price, President of Westernport Catchment Landcare 

Network will be talking about ‘Opportunities for Collaboration between Landcare and 

HPNL’

Page 9

For more information please contact:

Dr Pat Macwhirter, President,

Healesville to Phillip Island Nature Link (HPNL Inc

http://www.hpnl.org.au/ )

Harewood, 3300 South Gippsland Highway, Koo Wee Rup, Vic 3189

1/646 Blackburn Road, Notting Hill, Vic 3169 (postal address)

Mobile - 0417 125 373

Email - patvet@bigpond.com

http://www.hpnl.org.au/

